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A Brief History of the Gainesville 

Gospel Tabernacle 

By Melanie Barr 
Historic Preservationist & Member of the Alachua County Historical Commission 

 

The Gainesville Gospel Tabernacle, now the site of the Matheson Library & Archives building 
at 418 E. University Avenue, was built one row of brick at a time over five years. This branch 
of the Christian Missionary Alliance came to Gainesville in the late 1920s, and on May 3, 1931 
the charismatic Reverend Harry Biddlecum preached the first sermon in a tent on this site. 
 
He moved here from Orlando and lived in Dr. Sarah Robb's house when it was located imme-
diately west of this site. Dr. Robb died in May 1937. By this time the walls of the church were 
high enough that Reverend Biddlecum could move into the apartment in the back of the 
church. 
 
Dr. Robb had given her daughter and son-in-law part of the Robb property. It included the lot 
with the tent for the church. Emily Dorsey sold the lot to the church on October 31, 1932 at a 
price about one third of what it should have cost, according to Mrs. Dorsey's son. 
 
Church members collected money for bricks from people shopping in the downtown square. 
A typical donation was a nickel or a dime. A dollar was considered a large contribution. The 
rows of bricks were laid around the tent by the members of the church. 
 
One year after the lot was purchased the bricks were high enough to lay the cornerstone. On 
November 20, 1933 the Gainesville Sun reported on the impressive ceremony and noted that 
outstanding ministers from around the South spoke at it. In January 1935 the members bor-
rowed money to put a roof on the church. 
Continued on page 2. 

 

 

Gainesville Gospel Tabernacle in the 1930s 



 

2017 MEMBERSHIP 
GIFT  
 

We are excited to announce 

that the 2017 Membership 

Gift will be a copy of Francis 

William Zettler’s book, The 

Biohistory of Alachua County. 

Join or renew at the Contribu-

tor membership level ($100) 

and receive this wonderful 

book. Stop by the museum to 

join/renew and pick up your 

free book! 
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Continued from page 1. 
Even though he was a newcomer to Gainesville the Reverend had no trouble get-
ting people to attend his services. Joe and Fay Silverman, a young, newlywed Jew-
ish couple with no intention of converting to another religion, attended the ser-
vices. According to Mrs. Silverman they would have heard every word of the ser-
mon in their apartment at the back of the Dorsey House anyhow, and there was no 
TV and not much to do in Gainesville in the 1930s. 
 
During the 1940s the walls were plastered, a pine floor was laid over the subfloor 
and the baptismal pool was built. The City laid the sidewalk in 1947. Church ser-
vices went live on the air on WGGG starting in November 1948. 
 
Reverend Biddlecum died in 1956. The next preacher only lasted for three years. 
Church members decided to sell the Tabernacle. It was listed for sale in 1960 and 
sold in 1962. One of the problems was the lack of parking. 
 
It was rented by a few different churches before it opened as the Barrow Family 
Antique Store in 1976. In 1982 Hope Meucci opened the Melting Pot restaurant in 
it after doing extensive renovations. It was sold in 1998 and the restaurant closed 
in 2009. 
 
The Matheson acquired it in 2014, and with the help of a Special Category Grant 
from the Bureau of Historic Preservation it has been transformed into the Mathe-
son Library and Archives building. 
 
Images courtesy of Melanie Barr 

Reverend Biddlecum 

LIBRARY & ARCHIVES FUNDRAISER 
AND RIBBON-CUTTING 

The staff and Board of Directors of the Matheson History Museum cordially in-

vite you to enjoy an evening of champagne and hand-dipped chocolate strawber-

ries as we celebrate the completed renovation of the new Matheson Library & 

Archives building at 418 E. University Avenue.  Melanie Barr, member of the 

Alachua County Historical Commission, will give a brief history of the building 

and Hope Meucci, former owner of the Melting Pot Restaurant, will also speak. 

 

Proceeds from ticket sales and a silent auction will help us furnish and equip the 

former Melting Pot building with everything from tables and chairs to archival 

supplies to computers and shelving. 

 

Tickets are $75 and can be purchased online at www.mathesonmuseum.org or 

you can mail your check to the museum at 513 E. University Avenue, Gainesville, 

FL, 32601. 

 

If you have any questions please call 352-378-2280 or email  

executivedirector@mathesonmuseum.org. 



 

VOLUNTEER  
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

1867 Matheson 

House Docents: 

 

Love history and meeting new 

people? Then come join the 

docent training program for 

the 1867 Matheson House!  

 

Help us move! 

 

We are looking for volunteers 

who are willing to help us 

move the books and archives 

into the new Library and Ar-

chives building across the 

street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about 

these opportunities please 

contact us at 352-378-2280 or 

executivedirec-

tor@mathesonmuseum.org. 
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MATHESON HAPPENINGS 

Thank you to Annie Morien of Red Hot Pepper Studios for these wonderful photos 

from our Holiday Open House & Local Author Book Signing! We had a great time 

and are already looking forward to the next one! 

Kaley Behl and Karen Kirkman from 

the Historic Haile Homestead 

Stefanie Samara Hamblen congrat-

ulating Patricia Moore, winner of 

the cookie contest. 

Dr. Ibram X. Kendi with 

his book, winner of the 

2016 National Book 

Award. He will be speak-

ing at the Matheson on 

February 25. 

Authors Michele Leavitt and Sandra Lambert 
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EXHIBITION 
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River of Dreams: The St. Johns and Its Springs 

January 21 to June 24, 2017 

 

This original exhibition examines Floridians' past, present and future relationship with the St. Johns River and its 
springs. The exhibition includes original work by photographers Anne Ledbetter and Bruce Mozert; artifacts from 
Kingsley Plantation and the Silver Glen Springs shell mound; documents and images on loan from the University of 
Florida, George A. Smathers Library, Special & Area Studies Collections, and the Florida and Puerto Rico Digital 
Newspaper project; and images of the St. Johns River, Ocklawaha River and Silver Springs from the Matheson's 
photographic, stereographic and postcard collections. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

Florida Founder William P. DuVal: Frontier Bon Vivant with Dr. James M. Denham 

Thursday, February 2, 6pm - FREE 

 

Remembering Paradise Park: Tourism and Segregation at Silver Springs  

with Lu Vickers and Cynthia Wilson-Graham 

Saturday, February 11, 2pm - FREE 

 

Matheson Library & Archives Fundraiser and Ribbon-Cutting 

Thursday, February 16, 6pm—$75 in advance 

Purchase tickets online at www.mathesonmuseum.org 

 

Stamped From the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America 

with Dr. Ibram X. Kendi 

Saturday, February 25, 2pm - FREE 

 

The Gulf: The Making of an American Sea Book Launch with Dr. Jack E. Davis 

Sunday, March 19, 2pm - FREE 

 

Ocklawaha River History Paddle Tour with Lars Andersen 

Saturday, March 25 - Costs vary 

Contact Lars directly at  riverguide2000@yahoo.com or 352-454-0611 to reserve your spot 

 

Fake News, The Gainesville Sun, and the Cuban War of Independence with Paul S. Losch 

Thursday, April 6, 6pm - FREE 

 

Florida’s American Heritage River: Images from the St. Johns Region 

with Gary Monroe and Mallory O’Connor 

Saturday, April 8, 4pm - FREE 

 

A Writer’s Life: Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Women Writers Today 

with Cynthia Barnett and other writers 

Thursday, April 13, 6pm - FREE 

 

St. Johns River History Paddle Tour with Lars Andersen 

Saturday, April 22 - Costs vary 

Contact Lars directly at riverguide2000@yahoo.com or 352-454-0611 to reserve your spot 

 

River of Lakes: A Journey on the St. Johns River with Bill Belleville 

Saturday, April 29, 4pm - FREE 

 

Magnesia Springs in Alachua County, Florida: Then and Now with Robert F. Moore 

Saturday, May 13, 2pm - FREE 
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Did you know? 

BUY A BRICK FUNDRAISER 

The Matheson is offering a unique fundraising opportunity for the new Library & 

Archives building. Museum members and supporters have the opportunity to pur-

chase individual bricks that will line the porch leading to the front door of the 

newly renovated building. Bricks are $250 each and the donor’s name will be im-

printed on the brick. This is a wonderful way to honor a loved one. Your purchase 

will help stock the building with tables, chairs, shelves, and storage racks.  In addi-

tion, your donation is tax deductible. To order please visit 

www.mathesonmuseum.org/join-renew.html to download the order form and pay 

online. 

Don’t miss out! Become a permanent part of the Matheson’s legacy and 

our community’s history.  

HISTORY MYSTERIES 

1) What cherished American author became one of the first to write about “surf bathing” in 1866? 

2) Which springs helped determine the current location of the University of Florida? 

3) Where are the headwaters of the St. Johns located? 

4) Where was William P. DuVal born? 

5) Which famous Florida bridge had to be rebuilt because of a tragic accident in 1980? 

Answers: 1) Mark Twain  2) Boulware Springs  3) Indian River County 4) Virginia 5) Sunshine Skyway Bridge  

HISTORY PADDLE TOURS 

The Matheson is thrilled  to partner with Lars Andersen again - this time for two 

history paddle tours! These tours will give participants the chance to view up close 

two of the state’s most beautiful natural treasures—the St. Johns River and the 

Ocklawaha River. The tour of the Ocklawaha River will take place on Saturday, 

March 25, and will include discussions about Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, William 

Bartram, and the Cross Florida Barge Canal. The tour of the St. Johns River will 

take place on Saturday, April 22, and will feature the history of William Bartram’s 

travels. Costs will vary and to register please contact Lars directly at river-

guide2000@yahoo.com or 386-454-0611. Lunch is included. Equipment rental is 

available. 
Lars Andersen 

Image courtesy of John Moran 



 

We are so grateful for our 2017 Members and Supporters*! 

Lifetime ($10,000 or  
more) 
Karen Arendell 
Mary Cade 
Mary Ann Cofrin 
Mae Clark & Lawrence 
Lokken 
 
Investor ($2,500 or 
more) 
Dr. Donald Caton 
Dr. Caleb King 
Steve Winfrey 
 
Patron ($1,000-$2,499) 
Patricia Blount 
Charles & Marrianne DeBolt 
Larry Reynolds 
Dr. Jon Sensbach 
 
Sponsor ($500-$999) 
Clayton Kallman 
Dr. Peggy Macdonald 
Mary Sanford 
 
Circle of Friends ($500 
annual pledge) 
Elizabeth Alsobrook 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark V. Barrow 
Dr. Charles Cobb 
Gladys Cofrin 
Colene Cone 
Don Davis 
Philip & Phyllis DeLaney 
John Galm 
Cornelia Holbrooke 
E.L. Roy Hunt 
Carl and Margaret Johnson 
Murray Laurie 
Ronnie Lovler 
Dr. and Mrs. Walter Mar-
shall 
Dr. Rebecca Nagy 
Pamela Robb 
Dr. Anita Spring 
 
Benefactor ($250-$499) 
Robert Ackerman 
Nancy Baldwin 
Deborah Butler 
John & Laura Nemmers 
Dr. Louise Newman 
Greg & Janice Young 
 
Contributor ($100-$249) 
Ivy Bell 
Dorothy Benson 
Phoebe Bowers 
Charles Covell 
Dr. Fletcher Crowe 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Eit-
zman 
Antoinette Emch 

Robert & Kay Estes 
Sharon Faris 
Dr. Thomas Fay 
David Flagg 
Harvey Goldstein 
Donald Goodman 
Pat Harden 
Joseph Henderson, Jr. 
Norman Hommen 
Vada Horner 
Donald Kunz 
Joyce McCallum 
Jeffrey Meldon 
Jeffy & Christy Montgomery 
Robert & Pat Moore 
Dr. Gardiner Myers 
Dr. Patricia Hilliard-Nunn 
Ann Pierson 
Bonnye & Larry Roose 
Betty Rushton 
Ann Smith 
Libby and Ben Smith 
Patricia Spencer 
James Stringfellow, Sr. 
Stewart White 
Bill Wood 
 
Family 
David & Joanne Auth 
Barry & Sandra Baumstein 
Larry Brasington 
Dr. Archie & Gail Carr 
James Clayton 
Bonita Dewilby 
Karen Eberly and Steve 
Flocks 
Sally Foote 
Carolyn Frederick 
Anne Haisley 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Haldeman 
Sandra Lambert 
Dr. Anson Moye 
Mr. and Mrs. John Neller 
Dr. Steve & Beverly Noll 
Dr. Herb Oberlander 
John Patterson 
Sheila Payne & Paul Ortiz 
Jon Reiskind 
Thomas Rider 
Pamela Robb 
Harvey Rohlwing 
James Roland 
Jeffrey Saunders 
Jan Scott 
Elizabeth Shaw 
Ilene Silverman & Harvey 
Budd 
Elaine Spencer 
Dr. Kirby Stewart 
Henry & Marcia Storch 
Dr. Courtney Taylor 
Flo Turcotte & Helen Warren 
Cynthia White & Mark 

Hinnebusch 
Ashley Wood 
Susan Wright 
FW & CR Zettler 
 
Individual 
Sophia Acord 
John Andrews 
Kate Barnes 
Pamela Carpenter 
Michelle Carrasquillio 
Elizabeth Christie 
Christine Clark 
Ann DeBolt 
Christina Freeman 
Marty Jourard 
Hal Kennedy 
Paul Kirk 
Karen Kirkman 
Jared Martin 
JoAnn Minshall 
Myra Morgan 
Amanda Noll 
Betty & Frank O’Byrne 
Tina Peak 
Hunter Potalivo 
Jennifer Reeves 
Elisabeth Renner 
Henry Sheldon 
Andrea Schuster 
Janet Shyrigh 
Mike Thompson 
Andre Tromp 
Ramona & James Turner 
Thomas Walker 
Jay Whitworth 
Gerard & Linda Vigar 
 
Senior Individual 
Alfred Awbrey, Jr. 
Sharon Bauer 
Kadijah Bell 
Virginia Bird 
Martine Glass Cox 
Caroline Comnenos 
James Conner, II 
Rosemary Daurer 
Jacqueline Davison 
Rebecca Dean 
Sheila Dickison 
Osee & Dorothy Fagan 
Jared Douglas 
Kristina Fields 
Susan Glasheen 
Carol Gordon 
Norma Green 
Gwen Haertling 
Bill Harlan 
Virginia Hayes 
Carolyn Horter 
Suzanne Huggard 
Jodi Irving 
Jean Lansford 

Dr. Mildred Hill-Lubin 
Lizzie Jenkins 
Dr. Linde Katritzky 
Bruno W. Kotula, Jr. 
Claire Lamar 
Jean Lansford 
Dr. Carol Lehtola 
Kit Macdonald 
Dr. Richard MacMaster 
Marion Mayer 
G. Todd McIntosh 
Scott Monroe 
Jack Moore 
Ina Morgan 
Tammy Morton 
Bonnie Mountains 
Lois Nevins 
Joe Racioppi 
Clemencia Rescate-Graham 
Carolyn Roberts 
Leslie Rothman 
Barbara Schaeffer 
Nancy Schenewerk 
John Shafer 
Laurie Sheldon 
Leong Tan 
Carolyn Testrake 
Sona Triskova 
Jean Reynolds Truitt 
Robert Waller 
Elise Webb 
 
Student 
Gwen Anderson 
John Forester 
Alex Kreysa 
William Porter 
James Roberts 
Kimberley Rowe 
Julian Silva 
Daniel Tiedt 
Jori Waddle 
Melanie Wells 

*As of January 31 

 

If you do not see your 

name please check your 

membership due date in 

the address label on 

your newsletter or con-

tact Peggy Macdonald at 

executivedirector 

@mathesonmuseum.org 
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The following organizations provide generous grant funding to support our mission: The AEC Trust, Capi-

tal City Bank, The City of Gainesville, The Florida Div. of Cultural Affairs, The Florida Div. of Historical Resources, and 

Visit Gainesville. 



 

FOLLOW US! 

 

History Mystery photo  

series 

www.facebook.com/

mathesonmuseum 

 

Florida Revealed blog 

http://

floridarevealed. 

tumblr.com 

 

 

@MathesonMuseum 

 

 

mathesonmuseum  

__ Renewal 

__ New Membership 

 

__ Student $15 

__ Senior Individual $25 

__ Individual $30 

__ Family $40 

__ Contributor $100 

__ Benefactor $250 

__ Sponsor $500 

__ Circle of Friends $500 annual 

       pledge 

__ Patron $1,000 

__ Investor $2,500 

__ Lifetime $10,000 

 

Name:___________________ 

 

Address:_________________ 

 

_______________________ 

 

Phone #:_________________ 

 

Email: __________________ 

 

_______________________ 

 

Make checks payable to  

Matheson History Museum, Inc. 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE PAID 
GAINESVILLE, FL 

PERMIT #195 

Matheson History Museum 

513 E. University Avenue 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

Return Service Requested 

Matheson History Museum Membership 

Please mail to 513 E. University Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601 


